
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

WORK SESSION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2020 AT 7:00 PM 

VIA ZOOM 

CALL TO ORDER: 6:59 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the Work Session to order at 6:59 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Council Member Amon gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Schue led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council 
Member Schue, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

Staff Present: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; 
William Ponce, Chief of Police; Joe Estes, Town Attorney; Trish Stuhan, Town Attorney; 
Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

WORK SESSION: 

1. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE DIRECTION TO TOWN ATTORNEY 
REGARDING PREPARATION OF A ZONING CODE AMENDMENT RELATED 
TO RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA. 

(The passing of Proposition 207, also known as the Smart and Safe Arizona Act (the "Act'), 
legalized the adult recreational use of marijuana.) 

Discussion of the Town Attorney preparing a Zoning Code Amendment related to 
Recreational Marijuana ensued; highlights of the discussion follow. 

• Proposition 207 passed which will allow for recreational use of marijuana. 

• In conjunction with the League of Arizona Cities and Towns and other 
municipalities, the Town Attorneys put together some information and 
recommendations as to how the Council may or may not wish to address this law. 

• The use of marijuana still remains prohibited under Federal Law. 

• The draft ordinance, found in the Agenda Packet, provides options because not 
one size fits all. 
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• The initial licenses that will be doled out are going to go to medical marijuana 
dispensaries that are basically going to open up a dual shop. So, they will be a 
dual licensee that has medical and recreational marijuana co-located in one 
location. 

• There will be stand-alone recreational marijuana establishments that will be 
allowed. 

• There will be 'social equity' licenses for which the Department of Health Services 
will be issuing guidance, but the intent is that there will be some limited licenses 
that will be offered to communities that have been disproportionately impacted by 
prosecution of drug laws. 

• The Arizona Governor has signed this into law, so it is already legal for people to 
start having recreational marijuana in their personal residence within the limited 
amounts of the Act. 

• Six marijuana plants can be in a house, in an enclosed place, belonging to an 
individual over 21 years of age, and there can be up to 12 marijuana plants if there 
are two adults over 21 residing in the residence. 

• There are some protections in the law meant to try to keep it from becoming a 
nuisance. 

• The ordinance will try to regulate matters such as nuisances from personal 
residences as well as in building codes to try to make sure that some of the 
chemical extractions are being done in a safe way, or that the marijuana is in an 
enclosed space. 

• The first step is regulating personal residences, from a zoning stance, with 
reasonable regulations. 

• The second step is Town property; most cities are banning smoking in public on 
municipal property such as at a City or Town Hall and at parks. 

• In the model ordinance, there is the question of allowing marijuana establishments, 
those places that sell, and or marijuana testing facilities. 

• Testing facilities are like laboratories which are there to determine potency and 
what type of marijuana is going out into the market, if it is safe and labeled 
correctly. 

One part  of  the Act 
stems a locality may prohibit establishments and marijuana 

testing facilities or both. 
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• Another part of the Act states we may not restrict or interfere with the ability of a 
dual licensee (medical and recreational) or an entity eligible to become a dual 
licensee to operate a nonprofit medical marijuana dispensary and a marijuana 
establishment cooperatively at shared locations. 

• One option is to prohibit unless it is a dual licensee; they would be licensed by the 
State for both medical and recreational marijuana and meet zoning requirements, 
such as separation between churches and schools. 

• Another part of the Act states that a locality, city or town, may not enact any 
ordinance that is more than a comparable one that applies to nonprofit medical 
marijuana dispensaries. 

• If we allow these and to whatever extent we allow these establishments, we need 
to treat them the same. 

• The Council must decide for the Town of Quartzsite if it makes sense to prohibit, 
establish limitations — either dual licensee or caps (limit the number of 
establishments in the area) or allow these and make sure our regulations are right. 

• The two Town Attorneys requested direction so that they could start drafting an 
ordinance for the Town of Quartzsite. 

• It was determined that the Town of Quartzsite does not currently have a medical 
marijuana facility. 

• Entities are still eligible to sell medical and or recreational marijuana in Quartzsite; 
so, the Council must determine how it wants to regulate the possibility. 

• Dispensary property is not limited by state law to commercial property; it would be 
a local legislative decision. 

• One part of the Act prioritizes issuing new licenses to counties that have a very 
low number of licenses. 

• The Department of Health Services, DHS, will control licensing and regulate the 
laboratories. 

• A county that contains no registered medical marijuana dispensary may not have 
more than two recreational marijuana shops. 

• Only one recreational marijuana establishment license may be issued per county 
which contains one registered nonprofit medical marijuana dispensary. 

• The State has their excise tax and the Town of Quartzsite will get its portion of any 
sale within the State under the Act. 
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• It is the zoning regulations that must be developed to accommodate the new law. 

• The Town can regulate what zoning district the recreational marijuana sales 
establishments go into, separation and hours of operation. 

• The Town can make marijuana illegal in its parks and other public places. 

• RV park owners and landlords may prohibit or regulate recreational marijuana use 
or growth on their property. 

• Federal regulations cover marijuana use on BLM Land within municipal 
boundaries. You are not allowed to possess or use marijuana on federal property. 

• The State of Arizona has the ability to prohibit marijuana on State property. 

• The Town Attorneys will report back with more information regarding 'primary' 
residences. 

• The only urgency of the Act is that it is already in the law; people are having 
marijuana in their personal residences; there could be some use on public 
property, and the Council would want to regulate above and beyond what the Act 
currently does. 

• There is a potential for a marijuana shop to open in Quartzsite. 

• In order to pass a Zoning Code amendment, an ordinance must be drafted, a public 
notice must be prepared, and it must go through the Planning & Zoning process, 
including hearings, before it goes back to the Council; changes can be made along 
that way. 

• If the Council wishes to get Quartzsite's rules in place, before DHS opens up 
licenses and people are opening shops, there are some time considerations of 
trying to provide some preliminary at this meeting, so that the attorneys can get 
started adapting an ordinance. 

• The options are to 1) prohibit establishments and testing facilities, or prohibit 
testing facilities but allow establishments, or 2) allow both, and if allowed, only 
allow dual licensees to know it is all in one shop doing both, or allow both dual and 
single. 

• It is important to have good regulations in place unless the Council chooses to 
prohibit; welcome these or restrict them and keep them out. 
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• The Council voiced their similar opinions in favor of allowing and regulating dual 
licenses only (state licenses for both medical and recreational marijuana) and 
excluding testing facilities. 

• The Town Council directed the Town Attorney to come back with a proposed 
ordinance revision to the current Medical Marijuana zoning regulation the Town 
already has in place. 

Mayor Simpson called for a 15-minute break at 8:24 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the Work Session back to order at 8:39 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council 
Member Schue, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

2. ESTABLISH SELECTION CRITERIA FOR QUARTZSITE CHIEF OF POLICE 

Discussion of the selection criteria for the next Quartzsite Chief of Police ensued. The 
bulleted points below were suggestions and recommendations from the Mayor and 
Council Members. 

• Responsibility for the use, maintenance and replacement of department resources 
and manpower should be added to the list of responsibilities. 

• Grant-writing skills would be a plus. 

• Note the importance of a cooperative attitude high on the list. 

• Helping, supporting and understanding other departments is critical. 

• Be engaged. 

• Fully understand Quartzsite. 

• Stress the importance of personal integrity to the job and to the employer. 

• Require the ability to work with other departments and entities and show leadership 
in helping those entities understand and work with our community, as well as the 
ability to get cooperation from other entities. 

• Rewire the ability to develop and maintaima good-worki g relationship with the 
Town Prosecutor. 
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• Make it clear that the Chief works for the Town Manager, and the Town Manager 
works for the Council. 

• Have an interview panel which may possibly include a Council Member to talk 
more about the uniqueness of the Town of Quartzsite and the interaction that goes 
along with that. 

• Have an Executive Session before someone is chosen. 

• Have a committee consisting of the Town Manager, the Chief of Police, at least 
one Council Member and an outside law enforcement member. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 8:56 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:56 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Work Session of December 9, 2020, of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 12th day of January 2021. 

Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

1v
Norm Simpson, Ma 

Page 6 of 6 
120920 Quartzsite Town Council Work Session Minutes 


